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WELCOME 
 
I welcome you all to our celebration of the Passover. As the light for our festival is now 
kindled by the hand of a woman, we remember that our redeemer, the Light of the World, 
came into the world as promised as the seed of a woman. (Genesis 3:15)   
May The Lord bless our festival.  

 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 
Woman: (lights the candles) Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, who 
has set us apart by His Word, and in whose name we light the festival lights. 
 
All:  We praise you O Lord that you gave us Yeshua to be the Messiah,  
 the Light of the World. 

 
 
THE FIRST CUP: KADESH (I WILL TAKE YOU OUT) 
 
We drink from our wine cup four times throughout the evening.  
These four cups stand for the four ‘I Wills’ recorded in Exodus 6:6-7. 
 
All:  Blessed are you, O God. We thank you for choosing us, and for guiding us through 
your commandments and teaching. In love you have given us times to rejoice and now we 
praise you and thank you as we remember the departure for Egypt.  
 
Let us drink together this cup of blessing (Drink the first cup) 
 
Eating the Parsley: Karpas 
 
(lifting up the parsley) Passover is a celebration that takes place in the springtime when the 
earth is becoming green with life. This vegetable, called Karpas, symbolises life created and 
sustained by God. 
 
(lifting up the salt water) Life in Egypt for the people of Israel was a life of pain, suffering and 
tears, represented by this salt water. Let us take a sprig of parsley and dip it in the salt water, 
remembering that life is sometimes immersed in tears. 
 
All: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, who creates the fruits of the 
earth. 
 
Let us together eat the Karpas (all eat) 
 
 
 



 
TELLING THE STORY:  FOUR QUESTIONS 
 
1.  UNLEAVENED BREAD 

Child:  On all other nights we eat bread made with yeast or matzah.  
     Why do we eat only matzah tonight? 
 
On all other nights we eat bread with yeast but on Passover we eat only matzah, unleavened 
bread.  As the children of Israel fled from Egypt, they did not have time for their dough to rise.  
Instead the hot desert sun baked it flat.  Let us now share a piece of this unleavened bread. 
 
All:  Blessed are you O Lord our God who brings forth bread from the earth. 

 
 

2. MAROR 

Child:    On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables.  
  Why do we eat only bitter herbs tonight? 
 
On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables but on Passover we eat only maror, or bitter 
herbs. As sweet as our lives may be today let us still remember how bitter life was  
for the children of Israel in the land of Egypt. 
 
Let us take a piece of matzah, scoop on some maror, and as we eat the bitter taste cause us 
to shed tears of compassion for the suffering of the people of Israel thousands of years ago. 
 
All:  (Each holding a piece of matzah with bitter herbs) Blessed are you O Lord who has 
 set us apart by his Word and commanded us to eat bitter herbs.  (All eat) 
 

3. KHAROSET 

Child: On all other nights we do not dip our vegetables even once.  
    Why do we dip them twice tonight? 
 
The children of Israel toiled to make cities from bricks and clay. We remember this task with 
kharoset a mix of apple, honey and nuts. Let us once again scoop some bitter herbs onto a 
piece of matzah. But this time, before we eat, let us scoop some sweet kharoset.  
 
All: (Lifting a piece of maror and kharoset)  We dip the bitter herbs into the kharoset 

 to remind ourselves that even the most bitter circumstances can be sweetened by the 
hope we have in God.  (All Eat) 

 

 

 



4. RECLINING 

Child:  On all other nights we eat our meals sitting or reclining.  
     Why should we only eat reclining tonight? 
 
The people of Israel were told to eat the Passover in haste, their loins girded, staff in their 
hands and sandals on, ready for an urgent escape. Today in freedom we are able to eat and 
enjoy our Seder at leisure. That is why we should eat reclining. 
 
 
THE SECOND CUP:  MAGGID ‘I WILL REDEEM YOU’ 

BIBLE READING: The Institution of the Passover: Exodus 12: 1- 3, 6-7, 10-13, 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 

"This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. Tell the whole 
community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his 
family, one for each household.  

Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the 
community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take some of the blood 
and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 
That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and 
bread made without yeast.  

Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. This is how you 
are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in 
your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord's Passover.  

"On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people 
and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will 
be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. 
No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.  

"This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the Lord - a lasting ordinance.  

Let us take our cups for a second time and as we remember the ten plagues let us recite each 
name  

 
Blood! Frogs!  Gnats!  Flies!  Cattle disease!       Boils!   

 
    Hail!    Locusts!       Darkness!     Death of the Firstborn! 
 



This shank bone represents the lamb whose blood marked the houses of the people of Israel, 
signifying their obedience and preparedness. They were to eat meat roasted over the fire 
along with bitter herbs and bread made without yeast! Their door posts were to be marked 
with the blood of the lamb so that the destructive plague would pass them by. 
 
Let us drink our second cup and bless the Lord. 
 
All:  We thank the Lord for his saving of the people of Israel. Let us bless the Lord  
 (Drink the second cup) 
 
THE PASSOVER SUPPER 
 
We eat a celebratory meal together after a blessing. 
 
GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 26:17-19, 26-29 

 
On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
‘Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?’ He replied, ‘Go into 
the city to a certain man and tell him, “The Teacher says: my appointed time is near. I am 
going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.”’ So the disciples did as Jesus 
had directed them and prepared the Passover.  
 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not 
drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father’s kingdom.’ 

 
Blessed are you O Lord our God. You have supplied all our needs and we thank  
and praise you. 
All:  Amen. 
 
The Breaking of Bread: Afikomen – Bread of Affliction 
 
We share bread and wine now, as Jesus commended us, remembering that he died for us, for 
our liberation, our redemption from sin. 

 
 
THE THIRD CUP - THE WINE: ‘I WILL REDEEM YOU’ 
 
Let us take our cups for the third time this evening (take cups).  
At his last Passover Jesus said ‘This cup is the new covenant, which is poured out for you.’ 
 
All: Amen. 



 
Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
All:  Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures: he was buried;  
 he was raised to life on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the apostles:  
 this we have received, and this we believe.  
 Amen.  
 
 
THE FOURTH CUP – HALLEL:  ‘I WILL TAKE YOU UNTO ME’ 
 
In this final cup of blessing we remember the expectation of the people of Israel that God will 
gather them all unto him again. As Christians we also remember the promise that one day we 
will all be with the Lord for ever. 
 
Let us lift our cups and bless the name of the Lord. 
All: We bless you and praise you O Lord. 
 
(All drink the final wine) 
 
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ 
 
 
We eat a celebratory meal together after a blessing. 
 


